Manure: Spill complicates farm fix; DEP pollution forum in Manheim

Continued from B1

tiom, at a town meeting hosted
by state Rep. Tom Creighton
(R-37th) at Manheim Central
High School.

The meeting will be held
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the
school auditorium, 400 Adele
Ave., Manheim.

Since Nov. 28, DEP inves-
tigated Rohrer’s three barns
that house 2800 sows and

roduce 50,000 to 60,000 pig-

s a year less than a mile
from Lititz Springs Park and
the borough's water treatment
plant.

The repairs intended to
make the manure pits liquid
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Watershed protection will be

discussed by DEP Secretary

McGinty and Rep. Creighton
at MCHS today at 7 p.m.

tight include pouring steel-re-
inforeed concrete that could
stretch the length of 165
football fields, or about the
distance between Rohrer’s
hog barns and Warwick High
School's Grosh Stadium.

DEP required the installa-
tion of three monitoring wells
to test the aquifer for nitrates,
which are a health threat es-
pecially for pregnant women
and newborns, and fecal coli-
form, a hazard particularly for

y(mng people and the elderly.

The manure spill resulted
from the installation of one
of the three monitoring wells
July 19, DEP said. The well
was in place July 27 when
Rohrer turned on irrigation
equipment and discovered lig-
uid manure “spouting” from
the ground, DEF said.

Rohrer turned off the ir-
rigation equipment and called
DEP with an estimate of the
amount of leakage traced to a
ruptured un line.

DEP responded Tuesday to
an Aug. 14 e-mail request Eor

“immediate and per
suspension of Dale Rohrer's
water guality, permit” re-

ceived from Caryn Griffiths,
a businessowner and resident
of Lititz.

In her e-mail to DER
Griffiths contends  Rohrer
violated requirements of the
water quality permit by fail-
ing “to follow the prepared
ness, prevenunn and contin-
gency plan in case of a leak
or spillage. According to the
terms of the permit, a list of
individuals or (government)
organizations are required to
benotlﬁedwhenaleakorspﬂ.l-

age occurs.”

DEP  spokesman  John
Repetz in an e-mail Tuesday
replies, “My limited under-
standing is that Rohrer noti-
fied all of the individuals he
was required to notify. DEP's
response time was appropri-
ate for this type of incident.

Rohrer has continued to work
with DEP to address the situa-
tion and no suspension of the
permit is planned.”

Repetz said Aug. 3 Rohrer's
permit requires further reno-
vations by Dec. 31 to the third
building, a sow gestation barn.

David Sarley, chairman of.
Penn Township supervi
refused Aug. 16to discuss
umentation of Rohrer's status
with DEP or the farmer's role
as a member of the township
zoning beard since
June 2005.

DEP documents dated
April 24 concluded Rohrer’s
receipt of a National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System

permit on Feb. 1, 2004, was

basedonlnmpletenrfalse
infor

DEP file pictures show lig-

uid manure seeping through
tbhme-n concrete block wall of one

'I‘f\e ongeing project to
make the Rohrer barns meet
DEP conditions "18 a conse-

torney for Citizens for Penn-
sylvania’s Future, says in an
Aug, 11 e-mail.

She said theenwronmemal g




